FOUR.        TALES        BY        ZELIDE

in the same regiment as my relative. They are
friends; and on seeing the latter speaking with
Cecilia and me, he joined in the conversation. I
was vastly pleased. No one could possibly be
more polite., speak more agreeably, have a more
elegant address and air, or nobler manners. This
time it was the turn of the young lord to be
troubled. He appeared to be no more than a pretty
boy of no consequence. I do not know if he felt
anxious, but he kept very close to us. As soon as
there was any question of sitting down to cards he
asked me if it would be proper to play at draughts
at the governor's, as in other houses, and implored
me, if I did not think it proper, to contrive in such
a manner that he might play at reverst with Cecilia.
He pretended to know only her in all the company,
and to play so badly that he would vex any ladies
with whom he might be set at cards. In proportion
as the two most striking men in the assembly
appeared occupied with my daughter he seemed
the more proud of his connection with her. He
did in truth pay more attention to her than usual.
It seemed to me that she observed this; but
instead of laughing at him, as he deserved, she
appeared to me to be well pleased. Happy m
making a favourable impression on her lover she
liked even the cause of it.

You are surprised that Cecilia goes out alone
and is permitted to receive in my absence both
young men and young women; I even see that
you blame me in this respect; but you are in the
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